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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


We were very much pleased to learn that Berkshire Commandery of Pitts- 
field has already exceeded its quota of 18, that it now has 23 applica- 
tions, and that it confidently expects to obtain substantialiy more in 
the future, Congratulations are due to Em, Sir Robair anc Em, Sir Dixor 
for the splendid job they are doing, I shall certainly plan to attend 
Berkshire Commandery Inspection, and barring some major catastrophe, 

I shall be there, 


This effectively demonstrates the belief I have always had, namely, 
that candidates can be obtained if a Commander is willing to get out 
and work, Of course if he just "sits on his hands" and "hopes" that 
some applications will come in, he is merely marking time until he is 
presented with a Past Commander's jewel. 


But over the years and on many occasions, it has been conclusively 
proved that with aggressive leadership candidates can be obtained, and 
even in localities where it had been believed by some that it was vir- 
tually useless to try. 


To my way of thinking the one indispensable qualification for the Com- 
mander of any Commandery is "leadership." If a Commander has this qual- 
ity, his Commandery will undoubtedly make or exceed its quota, and in 
general have a successful year, 


I would like to have all the presiding Commanders make a fresh ap- 
praisal of themselves and ask themselves "What kind of a Commander am 
I going to be?" The answer to that question is solely within your own 
individual control. You simply cannot "pass the buck" to someone else. 


We Knights Templar really have something to sell. We are in the unique 
position of belonging to the only Christian Order in the entire Masonic 
structure, We are proud to be Christians, and we are therefore also 
necessarily proud of the fact that we are Knights Templar. And I feel 
very strongly that all of this is something that many of us have not 
suressed, or perhaps it may have been overlooked, To my way of think- 
ing, it is something which can be used very persuasively and effective- 
ly in approaching a prospective candidate. 


I sincerely hope that all presiding Commanders will really get out and 
work tais year, If you do, your respective quotas can be obtained. 


If any of you feel that a personal letter from me to a prospective can- 
didate would help, please let me know and such a letter will be written 
immediately, And for that matter, if I can be of any assistance to you, 
and each of you, please do not hesitate to cali upon me, 


Courteously yours, 
ALFRED C, BLAKE, Grand Commander, 
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On November 18th your Right Eminent Grand Commander, accompanied by 
the Right Eminent Grand Recorder, visited the Howe Laboratory of 
Ophthalmology at the Massachusstts Eye and Ear Infirmary, for the pur- 
pose of presenting a check for $10,000 from the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation to Dr, David C. Cogan, Director of the Howe Laboratory, to 
be used for scientific work in the study of glaucoma and research prob- 
lems in treatment to prevent blindness. (This check makes a total of 
$25,000 presented to the Infirmary this year.) A tour of the Labora- 
tories and a visit with the several scientists connected with its 
several branches, makes one realize how heart-warming and rewarding it 
is to have a part in this great humanitarian work, 


Following is a letter from Mr. Henry Hixon Meyer, President of the In- 
firmary: 
"T am writing to express the deep appreciation of the In- 
firmary's Board of Managers for the most recent grant of 
$10,000 from the Knights Templar Eye Foundation in support 
of eye research by the Howe Laboratory of Ophthalmology. 
It is most gratifying to us to know that the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation is continuing its interest in the work to 
prevent blindness being carried on in the Howe Laboratory. 


"We are particularly grateful for the understanding shown 
by your Foundation in making unrestricted grants so that 
your support can be used to the very best advantage by 
Dr. Coganam his research staff. We hear most encour- 
aging reports from Dr, Cogan on the investigations which 
your support is making possible and are sure this re- 
search will be of benefit not only to eye patients in 
this hospital but to all those threatened with the loss 
of vision. 


"We have enjoyed our association with the officers of the 
Knights Templars since the Foundation honored this hospital 
with one of the first eye research grants. The Infirmary 
feels fortunate in being one of the institutions associated 
with the Knights Templars in your humanitarian effort to 
promote research for the treatment and preventionof blind- 
ness. 


-AL1Sir Knights must thrill at the thought that Templary is bringing 
new hope into the lives of those who face the tragedy of blindness 
and living in a world of darkness, loneliness and despair, No one 
need live in a world of blackness when our assossment of $2.00 per 
member may prevent it. 


WHY I AM PROUD 70 BE A KNIGHT TEMPLAR 


Althcugh there are no longer demands for Knight Templars to succor and 
protect Pilgrims on their journey to the Holy Lands te worship,Templer 
still sezve the weary and destitute. by comforting, clothing, feeding 
and even in regaining sight, The hazards and tortures or thosa early 
days are now metaphorically represented as ensmies to the searchers 
for Truth, in the form of hatmed, greed, ignorance and intclsrance,» 
thoso maurauders and Gevastators of spiritusl pregross, ‘iemplars with 
theixv swords help, aid and assist in the sompistion of those spiritual 
buildings, not made with hands eternal in the Heavens, 


ag a aT si tt a eS 3 
PETITIONS! 


Ne are waiting for the next Chapter class," How many times have you 
heard this excuse for lack of petitions? What about all the present 
Chapter members who for some reason couldn't, or at least didn?t, apply 
for Commandery membership following their Royal Arch Degree? Herets a 
fertile field of prospective candidates? Let them know you want them. 
Rsk them to join your Commandery = howe Repeat the invitation next 
year and each year thereafter if necessary. Reasons given for declin- 
ing usually are temporary. Persistence produces petitions} 


J. Leroy Jones, Director 
Membership Progress and Publicity 
JHeReeet 


During the Christmas Season it has become the custom in the greatest 
Christian Order that ever existed to request each Commander to make an 
earnest appeal to his entire membership for a Holiday Contribution of 
at least ai. that we may glorify GOD by helping man; by seeking out the 
lonely to cheer them, the gad to comfort them, the distressed to re- 
lieve them, and the orphans and widows to gladden them. The total a- 
mount collected is to be spent by the Council of the respective Com- 
manderies under the direction of the Commander. Let's make 1958 the 
best year ever$ 

IHOMEAHEHOEE 


The Red Books will be mailed next week to all Grand and Past Grand Of- 
ficers, Commanders, Generalissimos, Captain Generals, Recoréers, Sen- 
ior Wardens, Junior Wardens and all Committeemen. Due to the increased 
cost of mailing and the number of changes in addresses, the books for 
Past Commanders will be mailed only upon request with a self-addressed 
envelope. Sorry, but we cannot do otherwisé. 


The Spirit of Christmas 


Christmas, the most joyous season of the year, is again fast approach- 
ing. Christmas has a special significance to us as Templars, members 
of an Order founded on the Christian religion am the practice of 
Christian virtues. It has been said that the world needs the Gospel 
of Christ today as it has never needed it before and that our precepts 
and teaching based on those of the lowly Nazarene offer the sole solu- 
tion of the perplexities of our day. 


As Templars, let it be our constant endeavor to spread the Gospel of 
Brotherhood and in our daily lives exemplify the true spirit and teach- 
ing of Christianity to the end that this weary world may be a little 
prighser and better for our having lived. May the joy and satisfaction 
of belpful service be yours, for only in bringing joy and happiness in- 
to the lives of others do we ourselves partake of real joy. 


If we but follow as nearly as possible jn the footsteps of our SCrucie 
fied and Ascended Savior, the world will be better pecause of our 
having lived, and our great Fraternity will hold still higher places 
4n the estimation of mankind, 


May the joyous Christmas Spirit dominate our lives throughout this 
Holy season and in the New Year which lies immediately ahead. 


God bless Sir Knights and their families everywhere » 


COMMANDERY 


St. John’s 
Boston 
Newburyport 
Washington 
Worcester County 
Springfield 
De Molay 

Holy Sepuichre 
Pilgrim 
Palestine 
Milford 

St. Dernard 
Calvary 
Haverhill 

Oijd Colony 
Sutton 
Bethany 
Winslow Lewis 
Jerusaien 
Hugh de Payens 
St. Omer 
Berkshire 
Conn. Valley 
Woonsocket 
Godfrey de Bouillon 
Joseph Warren 
Narragansett 
Bristol 
Northampton 
South Shore 
Trinity 
Natick 

Coeur de Lion 
Gethsemane 
Olivet 

Athol 

Bay State 
Cyprus 

Ste Paul 
Beauseant 
Cambridge 
Bethlehem 
Orange 

Ivanhoe 
Quincy 

St. Andrew 
Reading 

Tnaemas Smith Webb 
Siz Galahad 


QUOTA 


42 
75 
20 

7 
49 
35 
54 
24 
20 
13 
11 

6 
42 
25 
13 
36 

9 
14 
19 
40 
21 
17 
10 
12 

8 
11 
13 
17 

tf 
10 
12 
17 
24 
32 
30 

9 
26 
11 

8 
22 
10 
10 

5 
17 
20 
10 
20 
12 
12 
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1958¢59 MONTHLY OBJECTIVE 
NECESSARY TO REACH QUOTA 


OBJ. ACT. 
Septa 55 19 
Oct. 130 17 
Nov. 98 45 
Dec. 82 
Jano 108 
Feb. 124 
Mar. 116 
Apr. 116 
May 112 
June 59 
ACCUMULATIVE 
OBJ. ACT. 
Sept. 55 19 
Oct. 185 96 
Nov. 283 141 
Dec. 365 
Jan. 473 
Feb. 597 
Mar. 713 
Apr. 829 
May 941 
June 1,000 
COMPARISON 
1959 1958 1957 1956 
Sept. 19 45 53 54 
Oct. 96 140 165 . 167 
Nov. U2 $2212 241 251 
Dec. 269 312 291 
Jan. 349 409 370 
Feb. 430 520 480 
Mar. 511 616 549 
Apr. 613 F07 616 
May 693 772 691 
June 744 832 T22 


SHMHHMMEI BME MBHBH EEA HMM HEME Hr Mnih taht 
Sir Knights: 

Berkshire Commandery with 111% of 
its petition quota leads our Crusade 
for Members and--this is only the be= 
ginning? Congratulations to Em.Com. 
William A. Robair, In general, we 
are off to a poor start. We have oni 
50% of our cumulative quota through 
November and are 80 petitions bchind 
the number we had iast year, The si* 
uation, though bad.can be cosrested. 
Make yovr quota your goai and “nreass 
forward with fortitude undaunted co 
victory." Place yous: Commandery with 
the Crusade leaders; 

J. Leroy Jones, Uirector Menver 
ship Progress & Fubsisity. 


